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ABSTRACT

Tie . A Study of the Society’s Roles and Working Methods
for Community Empowerment in Phitsanulok.

By . Assoc.Prof. Nongkran Kanchanaprasert (Ph.D.)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the societys roled\ and
working methods to empower the communities. The basic data were collected
from 90 districts in Phitsanulok. Ten strong groups were selected for in - depth
interviews.

The findings reveal that the societies  who \warked in cooperation were
stronger than the others who did not These societies: were the savings groups,
food processing groups cloth weaving groups; farming groups and hanrdicraft \groups.
These groups aimed to increase ‘thelf income and employment,by ‘the manhagement
in the foorm of a’coffimittee, The committee consistedl off A\\35 members and
each group consisted \of approximately 30 - 100 members:” The groups' products
apd: operdtion ‘were accepted by the publictboth focal and national. The group
epéeration \'helped strengthen the communities because people co - operated to
improve their economy, societysgolitics; government, and environment preservation.
This created opportunities\for thepeople to increase their income, make use of their
free time, learn neiw things, exchange ideas and experience and also maintain

and transmiti.logal ‘Wisdom.
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