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Abstract 

A study of the social  reflection and the literary value of folk songs in Phitsanulok. 

The aims of this research were to study and analyze folk songs of Phitsanulok in terms of social 

reflection , way of life, popularity , beliefs , economics , culture, and  traditions so as to idcntify 
+ 

their literary art value. The researcher collected 69 songs in six amphoes in Phitsanulok. 

The  results  reveal that", with  respect to social  reflection , Phitsanulok is an 

agricultural society (community).  Its cl~mate is particularly suited both  climatically  and 

geographically  for  farming.  The  people's way of life is geared  towards self-relia~~cc, using 

nature as their guide for every day living. From this way of life , they derive sufficient econo~nic 

strength  to be considered self - sufficient.  Their culture and  traditions are related to Buddhism. 

They  are  strict  with  their  traditions such as : men becoming  monks  and  traditional  weddings. 

There is local entertainment for both children and adults. The people believe in good fortulle , 

luck , fate  and souls.  The people in Phitsanulok  prefer  handsome  and  beautiful  people. 

Women are somewhat modest and  purinatical.  They  like wealth , filial devotion , single  love , 

ordination , and showing love within the Thai cultural framework. 

It was also discovered  that Phitsanulok folk songs had a literary  language that used 

simile , metaphor, transferred epithet , pun, onomatopoeia , and individual ornate phrases. 
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